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Strategy

The public art strategy was developed not just to ensure that public art was an integral 
part of the design of new buildings, but also to help ease the transition from existing 
buildings and set a benchmark for public art commissioning as part of the new PFI 
development.

Artworks were commissioned that would contribute to the creation of a unifying identity 
for the buildings. We aimed, through thoughtful design, to create good and interesting 
working environments and to provide vital orientation points. 

It was important to us that department staff were involved in the consultation process 
and that they also contributed to the work produced by the resident artists. This was a 
chance for their specialisms and interests to be reflected within the fabric of their new 
workplace.

Conclusions

A close and early collaborative working relationship between Willis Newson, our lead 
artists and the design and build teams was key to the success of this project. The 
result has been a very satisfying unified aesthetic, which extends throughout the new 
buildings.
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